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           As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, First Lutheran Church 

            welcomes all because God welcomes all, 

           and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life. 
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Sunday Morning Worship 

September 13, 2026 

 

 

 

This festival, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the triumph of the 
cross. Paul reminds us that Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of God. As 
Moses put a serpent on a pole to be a source of healing for the Israelites, we lift 
high the cross as the sign of our health and salvation. Each time we make the sign 
of the cross we remember our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ. 

 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4b-9 

When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent poisonous snakes 
against them. Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord ordered him to erect a 
serpent of bronze on a pole. All who looked at it after having been bitten by a 
serpent would live. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 

At the heart of the Christian message is the word of the cross. This proclamation 
seems foolish to many because it reveals true divine power in the absolute 
weakness of Christ’s crucifixion. True wisdom understands how ours is a God who 
suffers for and with humankind in the cross. 

 

Gospel: John 3:13-17 

After explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and Spirit, Jesus 

speaks of being lifted up on the cross, with reference to the bronze serpent lifted up 

by Moses in the desert. Here the Son of God is revealed as the source of healing. 

 
 

 

Prelude                        Lift High the Cross                       Donald Busarow 
 

 

 

Please stand when the (*) indicates standing. Know the communion of Saints, both 

living & departed, stand for you if you should choose to remain seated for any reason. 
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Welcome All 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 

Amen. 

 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen. 
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*The Gathering Song                     ELW 660 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

*The Pastoral Greeting 

P:     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
         of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
A: And also with you. 
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*Kyrie                    ELW Setting 8 
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*The Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray.  

P:     Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that he 

might draw the whole world to himself. To those who look upon the cross, grant 

your wisdom, healing, and eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

A:     Amen. 

 

 

 

The First Reading                   Numbers 21:4b-9 

[From Mount Horeb the Israelites set out,] 4b but the people became discouraged on 

the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 

water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6 Then the LORD sent poisonous 

serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.  

 
7 The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 

the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So 

Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous 

serpent, and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 

live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, and whenever a 

serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

 

R:  Word of God; Word of Life. 

A:   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 78:1-2, 34-38         (sung responsively)  

 

The accompanist will introduce the refrain, followed by the Cantor singing it once. 

Then the congregation sings it with the Cantor. R indicates repeat the refrain. 

 

 

 
 1 Hear my teaching, | O my people; 

  incline your ears to the words | of my mouth. 

 2 I will open my mouth | in a parable; 

  I will declare the mysteries of | ancient times. R 

 34 Whenever God slew them, | they would seek God, 

  and repent, and diligently | search for God. 

 35 They would remember that God | was their rock, 

  and the Most High God | their redeemer. 

 36 But they flattered God | with their mouths 

  and lied to God | with their tongues. 

 37 Their heart | was not steadfast, 

  and they were not faithful | to the covenant. 

 38 Yet God, being merciful, forgave their sins and did | not destroy them; 

  holding back anger many times and not giving | way to wrath. R 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second Reading              1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
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20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through 

the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for 

signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both 

Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 

R: Word of God; Word of Life. 

A:   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*Gospel Acclamation                          ELW Setting 8 

 

    

 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St John. 

A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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*The Reading of the Gospel                                 John 3:13-17  

[Jesus said:] 13 “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended 

from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

 

  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 

  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.” 

 

P: The Gospel of our Lord. 

A: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Sermon 

                           We observe a brief silence for reflection 
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*Hymn Of The Day                       ELW 338 
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*The Nicene Creed  
We now confess our faith with the whole Church in all times and places, using  

the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 

 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People  
United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church. For bishops, pastors, deacons, and all the baptized. For chaplains, 
missionaries, and those who serve in specialized settings. Guide us in the way of 
the cross, and lead us in paths of faithful service. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

For the world. For oceans and lakes, rivers and wetlands. For trees and mountains, 
parks and wildlife refuges. Restore places damaged by fire or flood, windstorm, or 
earthquake. Shelter your whole creation from harm. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

For the nations and their leaders. Bring an end to warfare, violence, and injustice. 
Teach us to live in peace with one another. Lift up those who live under oppression. 
Watch over those who flee their homes in search of safety and freedom.                
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

For those in need. For those yearning for meaning and purpose. For those who 
lack stable employment or safe housing. For those who grieve, and for those who 
are ill. Heal their wounds and comfort them in their distress. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

For this assembly. For Sunday school teachers and preschool directors. For 
students and teachers in public and private schools. Fill us all with zeal for learning. 
Energize us to give ourselves away in love for our neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

With thanksgiving, we remember Helena, the mother of Constantine, and all who 
have gone before us in faith. Bring us with them through the promise of the holy 
cross into the hope and joy of the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
eternal mercy and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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*The Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

A: And also with you. 

P: Let us offer one another the sign of the Risen Christ’s peace. 

 

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome all because God welcomes all, 

and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.   
    

                  

                                     

 

Anthem             Beneath the Cross of Jesus             Arr. Clayton J. Foor 
      

 

 

*The Offering Prayer 

P:  God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always. 

A:       Amen. 
 

The offering plates will be available on the table in the Narthex. 

Please place your offering there, as you leave. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 

A: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

A: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 
P:      It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

         that we should at all times and in all places 

         give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

         through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

         who on this day overcame death and the grave  

         and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

                          And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

         with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

         we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Holy, Holy, Holy                 ELW Setting 8 

   
 

*Words of Institution 
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as 

often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

A:       Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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*Lord's Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

 

A:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 
 

 

*Lamb of God                  ELW Setting 8 
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The Invitation to Communion 

P: Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

Please come to the communion rail and kneel (or stand).  We will receive communion 

 by intinction. Receive the (all gluten-free) bread, dip it into the  

wine or white grape juice, then take and eat. 
 

 

 

The Communion Music                                          ELW 335 
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*The Communion Blessing 

P: God of grace and mercy, in this holy meal you have fed us with wisdom, 

forgiveness, and grace, and we are full. By your Spirit send us out to become 

what we have received–new life in Christ–for the world.  

A:     Amen 

 

*The Prayer After Communion 

P: Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, 

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

A: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated 

Community Updates 
 

 

*The Blessing 

P: The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 

A: Amen. 
P: The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 

A: Amen. 
P: The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

A: Amen. 
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*The Sending Song                     ACS 991 

 
 
 

 

*Dismissal 

P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
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Postlude      For the Fruit of All Creation           Arr: Clayton J. Foor 

                                              

 

 

 

Worship Assistants 
 

Reader & Communion Assistant: Bob Moody 
 

Crucifer: Robert Ohlde         Usher(s): Robert Ohlde 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Kelli Driscoll Crews 

 
 

Music Director: Clayton Foor 

Cantor: Jeni Lipe 
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