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Mission Statement

First Lutheran church strives to inspire hope
for a wounded world;

Gathers in worship
that both uplifts and challenges;

And builds life-affirming relationships
inside and outside the walls of our building.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, First Lutheran Church
welcomes all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.
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SUNDAY MMORNING 4/ OR SHIP
®OCTORER 4, 2026

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image
of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard
also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the
forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with
wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his
resurrection.

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between
God and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite
God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of
injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were
expected.

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing
in comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of
Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the
ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing
that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfilment of scripture.

Prelude Will You Come and Follow Me Arr: Clayton J. Foor

Please stand when the (*) indicates standing. Know the communion of Saints, both
living & departed, stand for you if you should choose to remain seated for any reason.
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Welcome All

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.
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*The Gathering Song ACS 1086
O God, Who Gives Us Life
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1 O God, who gives us  life and breath, who shapes us in the womb,
2 0 God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven - ture and to dare,
3 0 God of cov-e - nant and law, re - vealed in cloud and flame,
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Helpus to know your Spir-it still is  mak-ing all things new.
re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of  hope that nev - er dies.
as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e-nant of love.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: NOEL, English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900
Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

*The Pastoral Greeting

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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*The Prayer of the Day

P: Letus pray.

P: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful

guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
A:  Amen.

The First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7

L1 will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
?He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
“What more was there to do for my vineyard
that | have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?

>And now | will tell you

what | will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,

and it shall be devoured,;
| will break down its wall,

and it shall be trampled down.
51 will make it a wasteland;

it shall not be pruned or hoed,
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and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

"For the vineyard of the LoRD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden;
he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness
but heard a cry!

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:7-15 (sung responsively)

The accompanist will introduce the refrain, followed by the Cantor singing it once.
Then the congregation sings it with the Cantor. R indicates repeat the refrain.

N
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Look down from heav’n, O God; be - hold and tend this vine.
0
A
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"Restore us, O | God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we ! shall be saved.
9You have brought a vine | out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and | planted it.
9You cleared the | ground for it;

it took root and ! filled the land.
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19The mountains were covered ! by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees ! by its boughs. R
1You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea

and its branches ! to the river.
2Why have you broken | down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck ! off its grapes?
13 The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O ! God of hosts,

look  down from heaven;
15behold and ! tend this vine;

preserve what your right | hand has planted. R

The Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] “? If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have

more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. ® More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all
things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ °and be found
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. ‘| want
to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings
by becoming like him in his death, ‘' if somehow | may attain the resurrection from
the dead.

2 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but |

press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. ** Brothers and
sisters, | do not consider that | have laid hold of it, but one thing | have laid hold of:
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forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, '#1 press on
toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation ELW Setting 8
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.
*The Reading of the Gospel Matthew 21:33-46

[Jesus said:] **“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then
he leased it to tenants and went away. ** When the harvest time had come, he sent
his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. *° But the tenants seized his slaves
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. *° Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. °/ Then he sent his son
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” *® But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.’

Page 10



39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “° Now when
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” “* They said to
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?

“3“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given
to a people that produces its fruits. ** The one who falls on this stone will be broken
to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

“>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized
that he was speaking about them. “° They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

P:  The Gospel of our Lord.
A: Praiseto you, O Christ.

The Sermon
We observe a brief silence for reflection
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*Hymn Of The Day

Christ Is the Life

ACS 927
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0 | ; ;
Yy D I | 1 | | I N
bt p——e g7 4 ] I o —— I
» ! — = ) ‘_L/:' =
brings all  things to be and brings all things to death.
in the gen - tle dark bids new - ness to ap - pear.
fire we tread up - on the thresh - old of new life.
ev - er - more shall bless the Source, the liv - ing Christ.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: COE FEN, Kenneth Naylor, 1931-1991

Text © 1989 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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*The Apostle’s Creed
We now confess our faith with the whole Church in all times and places, using
the words of the Apostle’s Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and
transform your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it.
We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation
(especially Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and
shelter those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced
people and refugees. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to
all who are sick or suffering. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give
thanks for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire
others with your truth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Hear now, O Lord, the prayers of your servants gathered here, both spoken
and silent.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the
saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and

those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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*The Peace

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all.
A: And also with you.
P: Let us offer one another the sign of the Risen Christ’s peace.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.

Anthem ‘Jupiter’ from The Planets Hoist

*The Offering Prayer

P: God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
A: Amen.

The offering plates will be available on the table in the Narthex.
Please place your offering there, as you leave.
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*The Great Thanksgiving

P:
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Holy, Holy, Holy

ELW Setting 8

Nnut e
B A WL - | I I | N . .
e H—Fr———+w T+
\j/ A" G‘. _dl_- / .
Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho-ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might,
n “ H [ [ "
ety A — e~ . K
G TP Te, T T v e, T, L dTe
\\a7 | it g 11 1 ‘
J | *— —
heav-en and earth are full ofyour glo - ry, full ofyour glo-ry. Ho-
n “ 1 1 —" ] L
)" A . ITRLE”) | = | N | J— | )
i e e e
Y I = e
san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na In the high -
n “ H | [———— L
PEDE T e T B SRR B
H—= o g |
est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
Nwt N .
P TN —r KT — T
Gt | T e Jee o, I, N
J | o7 .’ oo
san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as
often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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*Lord's Prayer
P:
A:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and

ever. Amen.

The Celebration of Holy Communion

*Lamb of God ELW Setting 8
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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The Invitation to Communion

P:

Christ invites you to this table.

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Please come to the communion rail and kneel (or stand). We will receive communion
by intinction. Receive the bread, dip into the wine or white grape juice, then take and eat.

The Communion Music | Am the Bread of Life ELW 485
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Refrain
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, rsM, b. 1927, based on John 6
Music: T AM THE BREAD, Suzanne Toolan, RSM

Text and music © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*The Communion Blessing

God of grace and mercy, in this holy meal you have fed us with wisdom,
forgiveness, and grace, and we are full. By your Spirit send us out to become
what we have received—new life in Christ—for the world.

pP:

Amen
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*The Prayer After Communion
P:

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

Please be seated
Community Updates

*

P:

he

o>

ox

Blessing

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

*+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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*The Sending Song

Thine the Amen

ELW 826
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4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo-ry in the night no more dy-ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last-ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo-ry yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the  jus -tice of thy ways
thine the 1v - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail-ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the wel-come to the least
then the ho-1ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi- lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed wup lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift -ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
then the won-der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.

Text: Herbert F. Brokering,

b. 1926

Music: THINE, Carl F. Schalk, b, 1929
Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Dismissal

P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
A: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Eternal Father, Strong to Save Arr: Clayton J. Foor

Worship Assistants

Reader & Communion Assistant: Mark Kalin
Crucifer: Jon Bollinger Usher(s): Jon Bollinger

Music Director: Clayton Foor
Cantor: Mark Brooks
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The Eternal Candle for October is given by Sara Brightwell, to the glory
of God, and in loving memory of her grandparents
Harold & Julie Diekmann.

The Altar Flowers are given by Susan Sossamon to the glory of God,
and in honor of her brother John’s birthday.

Liturgy - Reprinted from With One Voice, copyright © 1995, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, All Creation Sings
copyright © 2021; Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14606-LIT.

Music is used by permission, Christian Copyright License, Inc. License #955776 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, OK.
Music and text is used by permission, One License, Inc. License #A-705371 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, OK.
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