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Mission Statement

First Lutheran church strives to inspire hope
for a wounded world;

Gathers in worship
that both uplifts and challenges;

And builds life-affirming relationships
inside and outside the walls of our building.
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SUNDAY MMORNING 4/ OR SHIP
TYOVEMBER 30, 2025

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know
neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God
will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or
suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for
what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that
strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when
God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war
obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that
Lord now!”

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today
in light of Christ’s coming in the future.

Gospel: Matthew 2:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring
about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to
stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come
unannounced.

Prelude We Gather Together arr: Clayton J Foor

Please stand when the (*) indicates standing. Know the communion of Saints, both
living & departed, stand for you if you should choose to remain seated for any reason.
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*The Pastoral Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.
*+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.
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*The Gathering Song

ELW 246

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!
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I Hark! a thrill - ing voice 18 sound - ing! “Christ 1is near,” we
2 Wak-ened by the sol - emn wamn - ing, from earth’s bond - age
3 See the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, come with par - don
4 So, when next he comes in glo - ry and the world 1s
5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, and bless - ing to the Fa - ther
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hear it say. “Cast a - way the works of dark - ness,
let us rise; Christ, our  sun, all sloth dis - pel - ling,
down from heav’'n. Let us haste, with tears of sor - row,
wrapped in fear, he will shield us with his mer - cy
and the Son with  the ev - er - last - ing Spir - it
0| :
7 A J— I ! 11 i ; :
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all you chil - dren of the day!”
shines up - on the morn ing skies.
one and all, to be for - givn;
and with words of love draw near.
while un - end - ing a - ges run!

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878
Music: MERTON , William H. Monk, 1823-1889

Please be seated
Children's Time
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Please be seated
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

HOPE

The promises of God are promises of hope: "'For surely | know the plans |
have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope. Jeremiah 29:11

O hope of every contrite heart, O joy of all the meek. To those who fall, how
kind Thou Art! How good to those who seek!

The first candle is lit.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your prophets spoke
of a day when the desert would blossom and waters would break forth in the
wilderness. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Strengthen our
hearts as we prepare for the coming of the Lord. May he give water to all who
thirst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.

Amen.

Come, Child of Light

by Lloyd Larson

Come, O Child of Hope we pray En-ter our hearts and

show us Your way. Pro-mise of God, Hea-ven’s pure Light, Hope for our world

gy
Qlil
Qlil

i f i
shi - ning bright! Come, O Child  of Hope, we pray.
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*Kyrie ELW Setting 10
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

*The Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

P:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save

us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

A: Amen.
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The First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5

R:
A:

" The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

?In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.

3Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
“He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
>0 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

Word of God; Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 122 (sung responsively)

Th

e accompanist will introduce the refrain, followed by the Cantor singing it once.
Then the congregation sings it with the Cantor. R indicates repeat the refrain.
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1 was glad when they said to me,
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“Let us go to the house of the Lorp.”
0
A

I was glad when they ! said to me,
“Let us go to the house ! of the LORD.”
2Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
“to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name ! of the LorRD. R
5For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
°Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros-! per who love you.
" Peace be with- ! in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
| pray for | your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
| will seek to | do you good.” R
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The Second Reading Romans 13:11-14

" Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; '“the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light; '®let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

*The Announcement of the Gospel Reading ELW Setting 10
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

*The Reading of the Gospel Matthew 24:36-44
[Jesus said to the disciples,] *° “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. *” For as the days of Noah
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. *® For as in the days before the flood
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, *° and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all
away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man.

“0Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. ' Two women
will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. “Keep
awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. “* But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house
be broken into. “* Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an hour you do not expect.”

P:  The Gospel of our Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon
We observe a brief silence for reflection

*Hymn Of The Day ELW 436
Next Page
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Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all  her
3 Glo -1 - a! Let heav'n a - dore you! Let saints and
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on the heights are cry - ing; a- wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, at last
heart with joy is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
an - gels sing be-fore you, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - rious, the strong in
Gates of pearl, twelve por - tals gleam - ing, lead us to
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thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris'n; her light is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O  Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d’ring might
0] ; .
[ + I I 1 = i
—r [ F r
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Al - le - lu - ia! Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - na! Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - 1y There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
0 ,
[ I T 1 } il |
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go, meet the bride - groom, who draws near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.
There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress
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* The Apostle’s Creed

We now confess our faith with the whole Church in all times and places, using the
words of the Apostle’s Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.
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God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and
strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your
ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us
to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out
words of hate and transform them into words for building up community. Remake
implements of war to sow peace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and
companions who are ill or despairing (especially Peggy, and those affected by HIV
and AIDS as we remember World AIDS Day). Surround all with care and
consolation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and
relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists,
counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring
us with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.
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*The Peace

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all.

A: And also with you.

P: Let us offer one another the sign of the Risen Christ’s peace.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.

Anthem O Come, O Come Emmanuel arr: Clayton J Foor

*The Offering Prayer
P: Nourishing God,
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.
A: Amen.

The offering plates will be available on the table in the Narthex.
Please place your offering there, as you leave.
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*The Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks o the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting 10
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Ho -1y, ho - Iy, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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Bless -ed 1s he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in  the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.

*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as
often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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*Lord's Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

The Celebration of Holy Communion

*Lamb of God ELW Setting 10
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

The Invitation to Communion

P: Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.

Please come to the communion rail and kneel (or stand). We will receive communion
by intinction. Receive the bread, dip into the wine or white grape juice, then take and eat.
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The Communion Music

I Am the Bread of Life ELW 485
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1 “I am the Bread of life. You who
2 “The bread that . . I will give is  my
3 “Un - less . . . you cat of the
4 “1 am the 1es - ur - Trec - tion, ..
5 Yes, Lord, . . | be - leve that
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come to me shall not hun - ger, and who be -
flesh for the life of the world, . . and if you
flesh of the Son of Man . .and . .
| . . am the life. If you be -
you. . are the Christ, the
Nut
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lieve in me shall not thirst. No one can come to
eat . . of  this bread, you shall . live for -
drink. . of his blood, and drink . of his
lieve . . n . me, e - ven . . though you
Son . . of . God, who . . have . .
Nuf J
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me un - less the Fa - ther beck - ons.”
ev - er .. you  shall live for - ev - er”
blood, you shall not have life with - in you.”
die, . .. you  shall live for - ev - er”
come in - to. the . . world. .

See next page for refrain

Page 19




nupt A . L . L
A ——] - — < =
“And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up,
- N e - .
]q o 1] ] I Fx’ > Ir'
. 7 —_ e — —e
T o /‘ | | |
0 s . |~ ‘
) A I | I ] |
L U [7] k [r— I il
| (anTRL I 1} I | E: [7) = (8]
L\37 P i — - f o & ©
o o
and I will raise you up on the last day.”
— 4 T,
L, rre g e, 22, [l
- r’l J
| | = P [ & ]
—— | 1 &
Z 1 74 — } } L8]

Text: Suzanne Toolan, RsM, b. 1927, based on John 6

Music: I AM THE BREAD, Suzanne Toolan, RSM

Text and music © 1966. 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 8. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*The Communion Blessing
P:  May the nourishment of the body and blood of our Savior
Jesus Christ give you renewed strength and life.

A: Amen.
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*The Prayer After Communion

P: God our host,
at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.
A: Amen.
Community Updates
*The Blessing
P: May God who comes among us,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.
A: Amen.
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*Sending Song ELW 244

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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I Re - joice, re-joice,be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f'rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec -ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast 1is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune
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*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Keep awake.
A: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Go to the World

Worship Assistants

Reader & Communion Assistant: Sara Brightwell
Crucifer: George Otey Usher(s): George Otey

Music Director: Clayton Foor
Cantor: Sara Brightwell
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