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Mission Statement

First Lutheran church strives to inspire hope
for a wounded world;

Gathers in worship
that both uplifts and challenges;

And builds life-affirming relationships
inside and outside the walls of our building.

Page 2



SUNDAY MMORNING 4/ OR SHIP
®OCTOBER 19, 2025

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel
today. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come
regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will
be blessed.

First Reading: Genesis 32:22-31

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s
birthright and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine
adversary who ultimately blesses him and changes his name to “Israel,” a name
that means “he wrestles with God.”

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague
in ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.

Gospel: Luke 18:1-8

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas.
Jesus is calling God’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an
unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent widow, how much
more will God respond to those who call.

Prelude Pastor Tracy Megli

Please stand when the (*) indicates standing. Know the communion of Saints, both
living & departed, stand for you if you should choose to remain seated for any reason.
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*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.
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*The Gathering Song ELW 669

Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries In pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seck the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*The Pastoral Greeting

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you
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Please be seated

Children's Time

*Kyrie

ELW Setting 8
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life and for love, for our work and our play,
nour-ish our souls with your bod -y and blood,
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*The Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

P: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear
our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your
enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

A: Amen.

The First Reading Genesis 32:22-31
22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. ?* He took them and sent
them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. ?* Jacob was left
alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 2> When the man saw that he
did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip
was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 2 Then he said, “Let me go, for the
day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” ?” So
he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.”

28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you
have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 2° Then Jacob asked
him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?”
And there he blessed him. 3° So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have
seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” ' The sun rose upon him as he
passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 121 (sung responsively)

The accompanist will introduce the refrain, followed by the Cantor singing it once.
Then the congregation sings it with the Cantor. R indicates repeat the refrain.
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My help comes from the LORD, the mak- er of heav-en and earth.
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)

1 lift up my eyes ! to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
2My help comes ! from the LORD,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
3The LorD will not let your ! foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you ! fall asleep.
“Behold, the keep- ! er of Israel
will neither slum- ! ber nor sleep; R
5the LORD watches ! over you;
the LORD is your shade at ! your right hand;
the sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
"The LorD will preserve you | from all evil
and will | keep your life.
8 The LorD will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore. R

The Second Reading 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

4 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing
from whom you learned it >and how from childhood you have known sacred
writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
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6 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, '’ so that the person of God may be
proficient, equipped for every good work.

41In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge
you: ? proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or
unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in
teaching. * For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound
teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves
teachers to suit their own desires #and will turn away from listening to the truth
and wander away to myths. ° As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering,
do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

*The Announcement of the Gospel Reading ELW Setting 8
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St Luke.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

*The Reading of the Gospel Luke 18:1-8
"Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor
had respect for people. ®In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him
and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.”  For a while he refused, but
later he said to himself, ‘Though | have no fear of God and no respect for
anyone, °yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so
that she may not wear me out by continually coming.” ” ¢ And the Lord said,
“Listen to what the unjust judge says. " And will not God grant justice to his
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 81
tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?”

P:  The Gospel of our Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon
We observe a brief silence for reflection
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*Hymn Of The Day ELW 769

If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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1 If you but trust in  God to  guide you with gen - tle
2 What gain is there in anx - ious weep -ing, in  help - less
3 The Lord our rest - less hearts is hold - ing, in peace and
4 Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways un - swerv -ing, of - fer your
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an - ger and dis - tress? If you are in your Sav - ior’s
qui - et - ness con - tent. We rest in God's good will un -
ser - vice faith - ful - ly. Trust heav-en’s word; though un - de -
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side you  when cross-es come, in try - ing days.  Trust then in
keep-ing, im sor-row will he love you less? For Christ who
fold - ing,  what wis-dom from on high has sent. God, who has
serv - ing, you'll find God’s prom - ise true to  be. This is  our
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God’s un-chang - ing love; build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a cross  will bring you safe through ev - 'ry loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - fi-dence in-deed: God nev-er fails i time of need.

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
Text @ 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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* The Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
creation.

A brief silence.
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We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church across the globe,
bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and opposition. Turn our hearts
toward the gospel of Jesus Christ. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth, draw us to the beauty
of the whole creation. Turn us toward a right relationship with the entire cosmos.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. O God, you rule over all the
earth. Grant our elected officials (names of officials) humility in their decision-
making for the sake of the entire world. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God, who heals and
strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need. Support, comfort, and
heal those who suffer. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for First Evangelical Lutheran Church. O God, who guides this congre-
gation, encourage us to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Nurture our
relationships with the community, that we serve and advocate for those who come
to us in need. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose promises never
end, we thank you for all the saints who have shown us the way of your Son,
Jesus Christ. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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*The Peace

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all.

A: And also with you.

P: Let us offer one another the sign of the Risen Christ’s peace.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.

Anthem Here I am, Lord Schutte / arr: Schrader

*The Offering Prayer

P: Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered
to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

A: Amen.

The offering plates will be available on the table in the Narthex.
Please place your offering there, as you leave.
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*The Great Thanksgiving
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting 8
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*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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*Lord's Prayer
P:
A:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Celebration of Holy Communion
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9 #IJ.TI A ————— A|
£ 1 I L I [¥] N I I I I |—} I [ 7] 4
| (e WL ] . I\j I I T I I ’} - 1 I\,

Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have

0 u —

)" A . TR 4 | | !
ot—T—— —— |
Xj;‘_d I al & J’ &

mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the

i TR . — -
y T I — I — I — K I — !
| [an ML "I. 7 I\/ ] ] I I_ I\J ] y A

J L~ d J

world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the

Dut . —

b4 T 3 K —

4 Wil s S ¥ o= D > I 7] —

Wy | . = [ J = = L | |
A\I¥ ! ¢ | ! ! ‘ o
J | | |

world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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The Invitation to Communion

P:

Come to this meal of mercy.

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.

Please come to the communion rail and kneel (or stand). We will receive communion
by intinction. Receive the bread, dip into the wine or white grape juice, then take and eat.

Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, s
Text and music @ 1978 John B. Foley. SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland. OR 9721 3. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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The Communion Music ELW 496
One Bread, One Body
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*The Communion Blessing

P:  May the nourishment of the body and blood of our Savior
Jesus Christ give you renewed strength and life.

A: Amen.

*The Prayer After Communion

P: O God,
through this meal you have strengthened us
and appointed us to be your servants.
Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
A: Amen.

Community Updates

*The Blessing
P: The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,
++ bless you now and forever.
A: Amen.
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*Sending Song ELW 770
Give Me Jesus
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1 In the morn-ing when [ rise, in  the morn-ing when I rise,
2 Dark ... mid-night was my cry, dark. .. mid-night was my cry,
3 Just a - bout the break of day, just a - bout the break of  day,
4 Oh, ...when I come to die, oh, ... when I come to die,
5 And .. .when I want to sing, and ... when I want to sing,
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in the morn-ing when I rise, give me Je - sus.
dark. . . . mid-night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
just a - bout the break of day, give me Je - sus.
oh, ... .when I come to die, give me Je - sus.
and . . . . when | want to sing, give me Je - Sus.
Refrain
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You may have all the rest, give me Je sus.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: GIVE ME JESUS, African American spiritual
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*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
A: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

They’ll Know We Are Christians Fr. Peter Scholtes
arr: Clayton J. Foor

Worship Assistants

Reader & Communion Assistant: Gail Flack
Crucifer: George Otey Usher(s): George Otey

Music Director: Clayton Foor
Cantor: Rona Erickson
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Liturgy - Reprinted from With One Voice, copyright © 1995, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, A/l Creation
Sings copyright © 2021; Augsburg Fortress.. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14606-LIT.

Music is used by permission, Christian Copyright License, Inc. License #955776 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, and
Music and text is used by permission, One License, Inc. License #A-705371 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, OK.
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