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Mission Statement

First Lutheran church strives to inspire hope
for a wounded world;

Gathers in worship
that both uplifts and challenges;

And builds life-affirming relationships
inside and outside the walls of our building.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, First Lutheran Church
welcomes all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.
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SUNDAY MMORNING 4/ OR SHIP
DECEMBER 21, 2025

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him
Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the
one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O
come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient
prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of
Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power
of sin and death.

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz
of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking
Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will
fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel,
God is with us!

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he intro-
duces himself as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The
gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring
about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience.

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the
divinely-begotten child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name
Jesus, which means “God saves.”

Prelude The Angel Gabriel From arr: Clayton J.
Heaven Came Foor

Please stand when the (*) indicates standing. Know the communion of Saints, both
living & departed, stand for you if you should choose to remain seated for any reason.
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*The Pastoral Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.
*+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.
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*The Gathering Song ELW 265

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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most high -ly fa-vored la - dy”
most high -ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo . M- al
Most high -ly fa-vored la - dy,
“Most high -ly fa-vored la - dy”

Text: Basque carol; para, Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Music: GABRIEL’S MESSAGE, Basque carol

Please be seated
Children's Time
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Please be seated
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

LOVE

L:  The fulfillment of God’s promises were ultimately to be displayed in a
kingdom founded on love; “I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;

with my mouth | will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.”
Psalm 89: 1

L:  The darkness shall turn to dawning, and the dawning to noon-day bright; And
Christ’s great kingdom shall come to earth, the kingdom of love and light.

The fourth candle is lit.

L: Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again.
You fasten righteousness around your waist
and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire.
Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames,
and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare.
We ask that peace abound,
until none hurt or destroy over all the earth.

A: Amen.
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Come, Child of Light

by Lloyd Larson

Come, O Child of Hope we pray

show us Your way. Pro-mise of God, Hea-ven’s pure Light, Hope for our world
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shi - ning bright! Come, Child  of Hope, we pray.

Come, O Child of Peace we pray.
Enter our hearts and show us Your way.
Promise of God, Heaven’s pure Light,
Peace for our world shining bright!
Come, O Child of Peace, we pray.

Come, O Child of Joy we pray.
Enter our hearts and show us Your way.
Promise of God, Heaven'’s pure Light,
Joy for our world shining bright!
Come, O Child of Joy we pray.

Come, O Child of Love we pray.
Enter our hearts and show us Your way.
Promise of God, Heaven’s pure Light,
Love for our world shining bright!
Come, O Child of Love we pray.
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*Kyrie ELW Setting 10
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in  us new hearts!
*The Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

P:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your
promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

A: Amen.

The First Reading Isaiah 7:10-16

"The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, "' “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” '? But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and | will not put
the LORD to the test.” ' Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? '“ Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign.
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Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him
Immanuel. ' He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the
evil and choose the good. '° For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be
deserted.”

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (sung responsively)

The accompanist will introduce the refrain, followed by the Cantor singing it once.
Then the congregation sings it with the Cantor. R indicates repeat the refrain.
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"Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph ! like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned up- ! on the cherubim.
?In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and | come to help us.
*Restore | us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
“0O Lorp | God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? R
°You have fed them with the | bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of | tears to drink.
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®You have made us the derision ! of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh ! us to scorn.
"Restore us, O | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
7 Let your hand be upon the one at ! your right hand,
the one you have made so strong ! for yourself.
'8 And so will we never turn a- | way from you;
give us life, that we may call up- ! on your name.
19 Restore us, O LorD | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we ! shall be saved. R

The Second Reading Romans 1:1-7
"Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God, ?which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy
scriptures, °the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh “and was declared to be Son of God with power according to
the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, °through
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of
faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, ©including you who are called
to belong to Jesus Christ,

"To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.
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*The Announcement of the Gospel Reading

ELW Setting 10
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

*The Reading of the Gospel Matthew 1:18-25

'8 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. '° Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly.

20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. ' She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
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22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:
23“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” ?* When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 2> but had no marital

relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

P:  The Gospel of our Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

We observe a brief silence for reflection
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*Hymn Of The Day ELW 257
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
in cloud, and maj - es - Ly, and awe.
and give them vic-try o’er the grave.
> ™ &
Em - man - u-el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionuwm Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite

Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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* The Apostle’s Creed

We now confess our faith with the whole Church in all times and places, using the
words of the Apostle’s Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.
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In the anticipaton of these days, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our spirits
through the gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together we
proclaim your advent among us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our hearts
with wonder as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for justice
and care for the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in the faces
of our neighbors. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt
overwhelms us, come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the
challenges of depression, or who are ill. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with communities
of support. Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in ways that provide
safety for all children and those who care for them. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service.
Strengthen our earthly journeys until, at the last, your face shines upon us and we
are held in your in love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.
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*The Peace

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all.

A: And also with you.

P: Let us offer one another the sign of the Risen Christ’s peace.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.

Anthem Bring Us Hope Ruth Elaine Schram

*The Offering Prayer
P: Nourishing God,
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.
A: Amen.

The offering plates will be available on the table in the Narthex.
Please place your offering there, as you leave.
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*The Great Thanksgiving
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting 10
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*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as
often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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*Lord's Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

The Celebration of Holy Communion

*Lamb of God ELW Setting 10
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

The Invitation to Communion

P:

Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.

Please come to the communion rail and kneel (or stand). We will receive communion
by intinction. Receive the bread, dip into the wine or white grape juice, then take and eat.
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The Communion Music
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Come, Now, O God
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1 Come now, O God, when our love is for-sak - en.
2 Come, when we squan - der the free - dom you gave us.
3 Come, put an end to  our self - serv-ing mad - ness.
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Come, when our bed - rock of faith has been shak - en.
Come, break the sys - tems of sin that  en - slave us.
Come, while the world is en - shroud - ed in sad - ness.
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Come, when our deep - est of hopes are mis - tak - en.
Come, though we won - der if you can still save us.
Come, turn the tears of our mourn - ing to glad - ness.
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Come, Em - man - u - el Come, Em-man - u - el

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: LOST IN THE NIGHT, Finnish folk tune
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

*The Communion Blessing

P:  May the nourishment of the body and blood of our Savior
Jesus Christ give you renewed strength and life.
A: Amen.
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*The Prayer After Communion

P: God our host,
at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.
A: Amen.
Community Updates
*The Blessing
P: May God who comes among us,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.
A: Amen.
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*Sending Song All Earth is Hopeful ELW 266
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1 All earth is hope - ful, the Sav - ior comes at last!
2 Peo - ple of Is - rael, you  heard the proph-et tell:
3 Moun - tains and val - leys will have to be pre- pared;
4 We first saw Je - sus a ba - by in a crib,
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cla - ma jus -ti -cia y bus - ca la ver-dad.  dar-nos li-ber-tad.

God’s truth and jus - tice
stores hope and cour-age
clear
Je -

set ev - ry-bod-y free.
to chil - dren of this earth.
ev - ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!

sus is with us, and ev-er sets us free.

Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946
Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé
Spanish text and tune © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litirgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Keep awake.
A: Thanks be to God.

Postlude The Holly and the Ivy arr: Clayton J Foor

Worship Assistants

Reader & Communion Assistant: Rona Erickson
Crucifer: George Otey Usher(s): George Otey

Music Director: Clayton Foor
Cantor: Rona Erickson
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Liturgy - Reprinted from With One Voice, copyright © 1995, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, A/l Creation Sings
copyright © 2021; Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14606-LIT.

Music is used by permission, Christian Copyright License, Inc. License #955776 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, OK.
Music and text is used by permission, One License, Inc. License #A-705371 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, OK.
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