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Mission Statement

First Lutheran church strives to inspire hope
for a wounded world;

Gathers in worship
that both uplifts and challenges;

And builds life-affirming relationships
inside and outside the walls of our building.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, First Lutheran Church
welcomes all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.

Page 2



SUNDAY MMORNING 4/ OR SHIP
AUGUST 23, 2026

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from
which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of
Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are
keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to
offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body
of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and
deed.

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so
now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never
end.

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-
pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we
live but are transformed by the Spirit's renewing work. God’s grace empowers
different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to
build up the body of Christ.

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the
Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a
church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

Prelude “Hornpipe” from Water Music Geroge F. Handel

Please stand when the (*) indicates standing. Know the communion of Saints, both
living & departed, stand for you if you should choose to remain seated for any reason.
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Welcome All

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy,

and we cannot free ourselves.

In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
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*The Gathering Song
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the great-est with the least have come to share this feast.
they seek our God to know, and so to-geth-er grow.

to - geth-er we

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939

will come to our e - ter - nal home.

Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626
Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

*The Pastoral Greeting
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

A: And also with you.
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*Kyrie ELW Setting 8
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*The Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

P: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of
our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we

may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
A: Amen.

The First Reading Isaiah 51:1-6

"'Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
?Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when | called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.
3For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

“Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
°1 will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
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for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138 (sung responsively)

The accompanist will introduce the refrain, followed by the Cantor singing it once.
Then the congregation sings it with the Cantor. R indicates repeat the refrain.
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1 will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods | will | sing your praise.
21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- ! bove all things.
3When | called, you ! answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
“ All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth. R
°They will sing of the ways ! of the LORD,
that great is the glory ! of the LORD.
°The LoRD is high, yet cares ! for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.

Page 8



"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right I hand shall save me.

8You will make good your pur-! pose for me;

O LoRbD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not
abandon the works | of your hands. R

The Second Reading Romans 12:1-8

1 appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed
by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what
is good and acceptable and perfect.

3For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. “ For as in one body we
have many members and not all the members have the same function, °so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another.

5We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; ” ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; © the
encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation ELW Setting 8
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.
*The Reading of the Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” '# And they said, “Some say
John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the

prophets.” "> He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” '° Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” ' And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. '® And | tell you, you are Peter, and
on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. 21 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.” ?° Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

Page 10



P:
A:

The Gospel of ou
Praise to you, O

The Sermon

r Lord.
Christ.

We observe a brief silence for reflection

*Hymn Of The Day The Church’s One Foundation ELW 654
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-'ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-19(¢)

Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876
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*The Apostle’s Creed
We now confess our faith with the whole Church in all times and places, using
the words of the Apostle’s Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.
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A brief silence.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and
encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim
your word of life to all the world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and
wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to
be wise stewards of all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations
experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief
agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all
who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental iliness,
that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and
talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be
united as the body of Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the
hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your
eternal banquet. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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*The Peace

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all.

A: And also with you.

P: Let us offer one another the sign of the Risen Christ’s peace.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.

Anthem Shepherd Me, O God Marty Haugen
Pastor Tracy, Jeni Lipe & Nat Torkelson

*The Offering Prayer
P: Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
A: Amen.

The offering plates will be available on the table in the Narthex.
Please place your offering there, as you leave.
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*The Great Thanksgiving

P:
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting 8
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*Words of Institution

P:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as
often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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*Lord's Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

The Celebration of Holy Communion

*Lamb of God ELW Setting 8
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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The Invitation to Communion

P: Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

Please come to the communion rail and kneel (or stand). We will receive communion
by intinction. Receive the bread, dip into the wine or white grape juice, then take and eat.

The Communion Music We Are An Offering ELW 692
Sing two times
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*The Communion Blessing

P:  God of grace and mercy, in this holy meal you have fed us with wisdom,
forgiveness, and grace, and we are full. By your Spirit send us out to become
what we have received—new life in Christ—for the world.

A: Amen

*The Prayer After Communion

P: Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

A: Amen.

Please be seated

Community Updates

*The Blessing

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

A: Amen.
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*The Sending Song ELW 812

Faith of Our Fathers
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ho - ly faith, we will be true to thee till  death.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 18141863, alt.
Music: ST. CATHERINE, Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888; James G. Walton, 1821-1905, refrain

*Dismissal

P: Heaven has come near.
Go, share the good news!
A: Thanks be to God.
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Postlude O Christ, Your Heart Arr: Clayton J. Foor
Compassionate

Worship Assistants

Reader & Communion Assistant: Sara Brightwell
Crucifer: Bruce Torkelson Usher(s): Bruce & Nat Torkelson

Music Director: Clayton Foor
Cantor: Jeni Lipe
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ELW 692
Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 OFFERING

Music: Dwight Liles P M
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC

Liturgy - Reprinted from With One Voice, copyright © 1995, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, All Creation Sings
copyright © 2021; Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14606-LIT.

Music is used by permission, Christian Copyright License, Inc. License #955776 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, OK.
Music and text is used by permission, One License, Inc. License #A-705371 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, OK.
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