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Mission Statement

First Lutheran church strives to inspire hope
for a wounded world;

Gathers in worship
that both uplifts and challenges;

And builds life-affirming relationships
inside and outside the walls of our building.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, First Lutheran Church
welcomes all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.
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SUNDAY MMORNING 4/ OR SHIP
MAY 17,2026

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in
the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In
today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid
religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his
Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the
unity that God intends for the whole human family.

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the
Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his
disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Neverthe-
less, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from
others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us.

Gospel: John 17:1-11

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that
those who continue his work in this world will live in unity.

He is risen! Alleluia!

Prelude Kathie Schiermeister

Please stand when the (*) indicates standing. Know the communion of Saints, both
living & departed, stand for you if you should choose to remain seated for any reason.
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*Welcome & Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font at this time.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.
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*The Gathering Song

The Head That Once Was Crowned

ELW 432
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1 Thehead that once was crowned with thorns is crowned with glo - ry now;
2 The high-est place that heav’'n af - fords is his by sov-'reign right,
3 The joy of all who dwell a - bove, the joy of all be - low
4 To them the cross, with  all its shame, with all its grace, is giv'n;
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a roy - al di - a-dem a-dorns the might -y vic-tor’s brow.
the King of kings,and Lord of lords, and heav’'n’s e - ter-nal light.
to whom he man - i - fests his love, and grants his name to know;
their name, an ev - er - last-ing name, their joy, the joy of heav'n
Text: Thomas Kelly, 17691855
Music: ST. MAGNUS, Jeremiah Clarke, 1669-1707
*The Pastoral Greeting
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
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*Kyrie ELW Setting 3
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
0
7
D /) i m—
o 4 ) ~
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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*The Song of Praise This is the Feast of Victory ELW Setting 3
Refrain
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This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Iu - 1a,
A P~ T ——
(LEB 1 i' ”.r—“—d - — S ﬁd——r—ﬁt
J - 1
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.

Continued on the next page
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Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - Iu - ia,
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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*The Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

P: O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your
right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the
world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

A: Amen.

The First Reading Acts 1:6-14

®When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” ” He replied, “It is not for you to know
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. " While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. "' They said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

2Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. '* When they had entered the city, they
went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James,
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. '* All these were
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 (sung responsively)

The accompanist will introduce the refrain, followed by the Cantor singing it once.
Then the congregation sings it with the Cantor. R indicates repeat the refrain.
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Sing to God, who rides up - on the clouds.
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' Let God arise, and let God’s ene- | mies be scattered;
let those who | hate God flee.
2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive | them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at
the pres- ! ence of God.
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice | before God;
let them also be mer- | ry and joyful.
“Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who ! rides
the clouds;
I Am is that name, rejoice | before God! R
°In your holy habita- ! tion, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defend- | er of widows;
Syou give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners ! into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in | desert places.
70 God, when you went forth be- | fore your people,
when you marched ! through the wilderness,
Sthe earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence
of God, the | God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the | God of Israel.
9You sent a bountiful ! rain, O God;
you restored your inheritance | when it languished.
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10Your people found their | home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision ! for the poor. R
32 Sing to God, O kingdoms ! of the earth;
sing praises ! to the Lord.
33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the | ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your | mighty voice.
34 Ascribe pow- | er to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is ! in the skies.
% How wonderful you are in your holy places, O | God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! | Blessed be God! R

The Second Reading 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. '® But rejoice insofar
as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for
joy when his glory is revealed. '“If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may
exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for
you. & Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. ? Resist him, steadfast in your faith,
for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the
same kinds of suffering. ' And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
support, strengthen, and establish you. "' To him be the power forever and ever.
Amen.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation ELW Setting 3
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a, al-le-lu - ia.
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St John.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.
*The Reading of the Gospel John 17:1-11

T After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify

you, “ since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all
whom you have given him. ® And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. “| glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. ° So now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that | had in your presence before the world existed.

5l have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. " Now
they know that everything you have given me is from you, ¢ for the words that you
gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth
that | came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. °| am asking on
their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. '° All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and |
have been glorified in them. " And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in
the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”
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P:  The Gospel of our Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon
We observe a brief silence for reflection

*Hymn Of The Day ELW 403

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song
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I Like the mur - mur of the dove’s song, like the chal - lenge of  her
2 To the mem-bers of Christ’sbod - v, to the branch-es of the
3 With the heal - ing of di - wvi - sion, with the cease -less voice of
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flight, like the vig - or of the wind’s rush, like the

vine, to the church in faith as - sem - bled, to our
prayer,  with the pow’r to love and wit - ness, with the
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new flame’s ea - ger might: come, Ho - Iy Spir - it,  come.
midst as  gift and sign:  come, Ho - Iy Spir - it,  come.
peace be - yond com - pare:  come, Ho - Iy Spir - it,  come.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BRIDEGROOM, Peter Cutts, b. 1937

Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream. IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,
let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire
musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and
animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have
made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders,
business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for
peace and equity. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships.
Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory
loss and their families, and heal the sick. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those
experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new
employment, and accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast
faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the
assurances you give. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.
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*The Peace

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all.

A: And also with you.

P: Let us offer one another the sign of the Risen Christ’s peace.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.

Anthem Nearer My God to Thee Arr: Clayton J. Foor

*The Offering Prayer
P: Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus,
A: Amen.

The offering plates will be available on the table in the Narthex.
Please place your offering there, as you leave.
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*The Great Thanksgiving

P:
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting 3
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

*Words of Institution

P:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as
often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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*Lord's Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

The Celebration of Holy Communion

*Lamb of God ELW Setting 3
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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The Invitation to Communion

P: Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

Please come to the communion rail and kneel (or stand). We will receive communion
by intinction. Receive the bread, dip into the wine or white grape juice, then take and eat.

The Communion Music ELW 492
Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup
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Eat this bread, drink this cup. Taste and see the good-ness of God.
0 & . . .
7 Ay KT . ! ! ) —
A D | — ] — I .
\—— a  a—— < L —— o e
J T o - & -
Bread of life, cup of love, we re-joice in your pres-ence.
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1 1 will bless the Lord at all times, praise with heart and voice;
2 Look up - on the Lord, be ra- diant, nev - er turn a - way.
3 An - gels fold their wings a-round us, guard through good and ill.

4 Saints of God, bow down and wor - ship, bless the ho - ly name.

0 Refrain
A — T T i ' | i . I F\/ > >
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in my God 1 glo -1ty for-ev-er: lis - ten and re - joice!
God will save in ev - 1y af-flic-tion, hear us when we pray.

Those who seek the Lord will lack noth-ing; taste, and have your fill.
Rise to tell God’s great-ness for - ev - er, won-drous deeds pro - claim!

Text: Jeremy Young, b. 1948, refrain; With One Voice, stanzas, based on Ps. 34
Music: STONERIDGE, Jeremy Young
Text and music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*The Communion Blessing

P:  May the nourishment of the body and blood of our Savior
Jesus Christ give you renewed strength and life.

A: Amen.

*The Prayer After Communion

P:

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Community Updates

*The
P:

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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*The Sending Song ELW 826
Thine the Amen
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo-ry in the night no more dy-ing on - ly light
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thine the  ev - er - last-ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all  the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo -1y yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the jus - tice of thy ways
thine the  1iv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the  wel-come to the least
then the ho-ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi- lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed wup  lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift -ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er- more ev - er - more.
then the won-der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast.
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: THINE, Carl E. Schalk, b. 1929

Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
A: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude The Day of Resurrection Arr. Clayton J. Foor

Worship Assistants

Reader & Communion Assistant: Mark Kalin
Crucifer: Bruce Torkelson Usher(s): Bruce & Nat Torkelson

Music Director: Clayton Foor
Cantor: Mark Kalin
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